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Town  of  Okotoks 


1.  LOCATION 

Part  of  the  Northwest  and  Northeast  Section  28  and  29-20-29-W4  in 
Census  Division  No.  4.  This  location  is  twenty-three  miles  south  of  Cal- 
gary on  a branch  of  No.  2 Highway,  and  on  the  Calgary,  Fort  Macleod,  Leth- 
bridge line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,445  feet  Latitude  50/45  Longitude  114/ 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  Summer  51 .7  F. 

Average  Winter  23.7°F. 

Average  Annual  38  °F. 

Note:  The  foregoing  averages  cover  a period  of  twenty-six  years  and 
are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  11.42  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  72.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  18.67  inches. 

Note:  The  foregoing  averages  cover  a period  of  twenty-six  years  and 
are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Okotoks  district  are  shales  and  sandstone 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh 
water  in  origin  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  this  area.  The  rocks  are 
grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  "Paskapoo"  formation  and 
give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age  which  began  some  fifty  million  years  ago. 
Since  these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  continent  has  been 
uplifted,  consequently,  the  rocks  have  been  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of 
their  original  thickness  remains.  During  the  Ice  Age  glaciers  moved  over 
this  area  depositing  on  the  surface  boulder,  clay  and  similar  glacial  deposits. 
Many  of  the  hills  and  smaller  elevations  in  this  area  consist  of  glacial  de- 
posits. The  Turner  Valley  oilfields  lie  14  miles  southwest  of  Okotoks. 

6.  S0,L  __ 

Okotoks  lies  in  a Shallow  Black  soil  zone. 

Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  an  "A"  horizon  that  averages  about  10  inches 
in  depth  and  which,  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches,  is  black  in  color.  The  remainder 
is  usually  dark  brown.  The  "B"  horizon  is  usually  brown  to  dark  brown,  and 
the  lime  horizon  (BCA)  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30  inches  below  the 
surface.  Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  rain  penetration. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter.  In  any  zone,  exhaustive  cropping  depletes  the  soil's  native 
food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping  provides  for  the 
adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the  maintenance  of  organic 
matter. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where  moisture 
conditions  are  more  favorable. 


Land  Use 

A greater  number  of  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable  than  in  the 
brown  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably  more 
diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil  fertility. 
The  non-arable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  town  received  its  name  from  the  Blackfeet  word  "okotoks"  or 
"rock"  because  of  the  large  rock  which  was  a landmark  at  the  old  crossing 
of  Sheep  River,  a few  miles  from  the  present  town. 

Because  it  was  an  important  crossing,  a small  trading  post  was  built 
a few  miles  east  by  Ad  McPherson  and  was  in  operation  in  1874  when  the 
North-West  Mount  Police  built  Fort  Calgary.  After  the  arrival  of  the  police, 
the  trail  between  Calgary  and  Fort  Macleod  became  well  used  and  Okotoks 
crossing  an  important  overnight  stopping  place.  By  1882,  the  first  permanent 
settlers  included  MacMillan's  stopping  place,  Cameron's  log  "hotel"  and 
Alex  MacRae's  homestead.  When  Herb  Bowen  opened  a store,  the  settlement 
of  Sheep  River  was  born,  with  MacRae  as  registrar  and  magistrate. 

In  the  early  1880's,  Okotoks  was  a large  ranching  area,  with  George 
Lane's  Bar  U being  the  largest  spread  in  the  area.  However,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  C.P.R.  at  Calgary  in  1883,  many  farmers  and  homesteaders  came  to 
the  district.  Among  the  early  arrivals  were  the  Stewarts,  Bannisters,  Rowles, 
Donald  Grey,  Begg,  Dan  Mac Dougal,  Jack  Shields,  Bill  Alley,  H.  J.  Carroll, 
G.  C.  S.  Patterson  and  John  Lineham. 

During  the  Reil  Rebellion  of  1885,  although  the  settlement  was  not 
threatened,  Ed  Hayes,  Han  Clarke,  Andy  Rowles,  Bill  Alley,  John  Rodgers 
and  Frank  Gough  joined  Steele's  Scouts  and  fought  against  the  warring 
Metis  in  Saskatchewan. 

The  first  church  in  the  town  was  St.  Luke's  Presbyterian,  built  in 
1892,  with  Rev.  Mathewson  as  the  first  resident  minister.  The  first  school 


The  Okotoks  Park  is  a beauty  spot  enjoyed  by  local  citizens  and  visitors 


was  a mile  north  of  town,  with  a brick  school  being  built  in  town  in  1900. 
The  railway  reached  Sheep  River  in  1892  and  a bridge  spanned  the  stream 
a year  later.  This  caused  a bustle  of  activity,  with  John  Lineham — who  was 
known  as  the  “Father  of  Okotoks" — opening  a sawmill  employing  1 35  persons 
and  also  the  Alberta  Hotel  in  1892.  This  was  followed  by  the  Royai  Hotel 
in  1903  and  Grand  Central  Hotel  in  1905. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  railway,  the  settlement's  name  was  changed 
from  Sheep  River  to  Okotoks.  From  1893  to  1896  an  attempt  was  made  to 
introduce  the  name  “Dewdney"  but  because  of  the  confusion  with  Dewdney, 
B.C.,  Okotoks  was  finally  accepted. 

The  first  newspaper  “The  Western  Star  and  Okotoks  Times"  was 
started  by  McLeod  and  Hodgkins  in  1901.  It  was  taken  over  by  Charles 
Clark  in  1904  and  by  Sam  Hodgson  in  1906.  The  name  was  later  changed 
to  “The  Okotoks  Review"  and  was  purchased  by  Charles  Clark,  Jr.  in  1942, 


Okotoks  was  incorporated  as  a town  on  June  1st,  1904,  with  Dr.  Fred 
W.  Stockton  as  its  first  mayor.  W.  Wentworth  was  the  first  overseer.  By 
1907  the  town  had  five  churches,  three  physicians,  a hospital,  two  lawyers, 
a dentist,  druggist,  veterinary  surgeon,  mining  engineer,  architect,  electric 
and  telegraph  service,  and  many  stores  located  in  “brick  buildings,  which 
testify  to  the  substantial  character  of  the  town".  Brick  yards  in  the  area 
were  of  considerable  commercial  value  until  the  development  of  the  Medicine 
Hat  industry. 

Later  industry  which  came  to  Okotoks  was  caused  primarily  by  the 
discovery  of  the  Turner  Valley  field,  15  miles  west,  in  1914.  This  made  the 
town  an  important  access  route  to  Alberta's  first  major  oil  fields. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Okotoks  is  located  in  the  valley  of  Sheep  River  and  until  recently  was 
on  the  main  Highway  No.  2 from  Calgary  to  the  Border.  It  is  now  on  Highway 
No.  2A  and  is  the  junction  point  of  No.  7 Highway  and  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way to  Turner  Valley. 

The  Canadian  Rockies  are  30  miles  west  and  a person  can  get  a 
perfect  view  of  the  mountains  from  the  town. 

A natural  swimming  pool  is  available  for  the  warm  summer  days  and 
for  winter  entertainment  there  is  the  curling  and  hockey  rinks. 

Okotoks  is  blessed  in  the  summer,  as  the  evenings  are  cool  after  the 
warmest  days. 

Four  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  One  bank 
and  a Treasury  Branch  Agency  provide  financial  facilities. 

Utilities  consist  of  three-phase  60-cycle  electric  power,  natural  gas 
and  a central  water  and  sewerage  system. 

Natural  gas  is  the  chief  fuel  used  for  heating  purposes.  Coal  is 
available  but  very  little  used  now. 

Excellent  school  buildings  supply  the  educational  needs  of  the  com- 
munity, teaching  grades  1-12. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  who  is  elected  for  a two-year  term, 
and  six  councillors,  two  of  which  are  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term. 
The  town's  affairs  are  administered  by  the  secretary-treasurer  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  set  by  the  Council. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Detachment  police  the  town 
under  contract.  There  is  one  corporal  and  one  constable  stationed  in  the 
town.  There  is  also  a Police  Magistrate  and  a bailiff  sheriff. 

Building  Regulations: 

Plans  for  new  buildings,  alterations  to  buildings  and  removal  of  build- 
ings, must  be  approved  by  the  Council. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  Regulations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  town  by-law. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a volunteer  fire  brigade  consisting  of  twelve  men  and  a 
fire  chief. 

Equipment: 

One  R.C.A.F.  Crash  Tender.  One  Civil  Defence  Fire  Pumper,  which 
also  can  be  used  if  necessary. 

There  is  400  ft.  of  2Vi"  hose  and  300  feet  of  1 Vi"  hose. 

Civil  Defence  Unit  1,000  feet  2VV , 300  feet  1 Vi". 

Ladders,  masks,  coats,  etc.  are  supplied. 

There  is  a 2 H.P.  General  Alarm  type  siren  controlled  by  switches  at 
fi  reha  1 1 and  telephone  exchange. 

Water  is  pumped  into  a 50,000-gallon  underground  reservoir. 

There  are  12  fire  hydrants  distributed  throughout  the  town. 

There  is  a very  active  Civil  Defence  Unit  in  the  town. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1955  Assessment 


Land  Value  100%  of  Actual  Value  $1  63,330 

Improvement  100%  of  Value  698,285 

Business  32,590 

Electric  Power  27,900 

Total  1 955  Assessment  $923,105 


Mill  Rate,  1955: 

Municipal  School  Hospital 

18  30  4 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  205  acres 
Land  Taxable  150  acres 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  5 acres 
Streets  and  Highways  20  acres 
Water  area  30  acres 


Debenture  Total 

2 54  mills 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes: 

Paved  Gravel 

Provincial  Main  Vi 

Local  Roads  2 

There  are  2Vi  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Sanitary  Sewers  3 miles 


Unpaved  Total 

Vl 

3 5 

5 Vi  miles 


Water  Mains 


3 miles 


15.  POWER 

Three-Phase  60-cycle  electric  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power 
Ltd.  at  the  following  rates: 

Domestic  Service:  Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  dom- 
estic power  and  ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusive- 
ly for  residential  purposes. 

First  20  k.w.h.  (or  less)  per  month — $2.60  gross  minimum.  Subject 
to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  min.  All  over  20  k.w.h, 
used  per  month — 1 ]/2C  per  k.w.h. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  applies  on  all  monthly  bills  paid  within  10 
days  of  date  rendered. 

Connection  charge  for  new  customers  $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  $4.60. 

Commercial  Service:  Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Service  Charge:  First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity — 30c  per  month. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity — 10c  per  month. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.w.  of  installation — 10c  per  k.w.h 

Next  150  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.w.  of  installation — 5c  per  k.w.h. 

All  over  200  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.w.  of  installation — 2!/4C  per  k.w.h. 

Discount:  10%,  10  days — based  on  the  even  dollars  only  of  total 
bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 

Minimum  charge  $1.80  gross;  $1.50  net  per  month. 

Minimum  deposit  $3.60. 

Reconnection  charge  $3.00. 

Power  Service:  (A.C.) — Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial 
heating  apparatus,  etc.  in  commercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge:  $1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA)  of  in- 
stallation. (One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to 
be  considered  equivalent  to  1 KVA). 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  installation  5c  per  k.w.h. 

Next  50  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  installation  3]/3C  per  k.w.h. 

Over  100  k.w.h.  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  installation  l2Ac  per  kwh. 

Discount:  10%,  10  days — based  on  the  even  dollars  only  of  total  bill, 
with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 

Minimum  charge  $3.30  gross;  $3.00  net  per  month. 

Minimum  deposit  $2.00  per  H.P.  with  a minimum  of  $6.00. 

Reconnnection  charge  $6.00. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells,  16  and  20  feet  deep.  Water  is 
pumped  into  a 50,000-gallon  underground  reservoir. 

Water  Rates: 

First  3,000  gallons  used  per  month  $2.50  per  month. 

All  additional  1,000  gallons  used  per  month  $1.00  per  month. 

There  is  a $2.50  charge  for  sewers  per  month  for  residential  property. 

Industrial  and  Commercial  rates  run  from  $5.00  to  $40.00  per  month 
for  sewerage  charges. 

Water  Analysis: 


Total  Solids 
Ignition  Loss 


Parts  Per  Million 

424 

170 


Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 

Nitrates 

Nitrites 


320 

43 

4 

305 

Bicarbonate  of  lime  and 
trace 
trace 


I ron  — 

Remarks: 

Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  for  human  consumption. 


magnesium 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Western  Natural  Gas  Company 
at  the  following  rates: 

General  Rate — No.  1 

Availability: 

Availability  to  all  customers  (Domestic,  Commercial  and  Industrial). 
First  2 M.C.F.  or  less — $1 .50  per  month. 

All  additional  M.C.F. — 26c  per  M.C.F.  per  month. 

Minimum — $1.50  per  month. 

General  Conditions: 

1 . When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  M.C.F.  other  than  the  first  two  M.C.F.  shall  be  increased  by  4c  per 
M.C.F.  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

2.  This  rate  shall  be  effective  on  all  meter  readings  on  or  after  the 
first  day  of  December,  1949. 


Commercial  and  Industrial  Rates — No.  2 

Availability: 

This  schedule  is  available  to  all  commercial  and  industrial  customers 
using  in  excess  of  8,165  M.C.F.  per  year. 


A typical  scene  of  the  residential  district  of  Okotoks 


Town  of  Okotoks 


1.  LOCATION 

Part  of  the  Northwest  and  Northeast  Section  28  and  29-20-29-W4  in 
Census  Division  No.  4.  This  location  is  twenty-three  miles  south  of  Cal- 
gary on  a branch  of  No.  2 Highway,  and  on  the  Calgary,  Fort  Macleod,  Leth- 
bridge line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,445  feet  Latitude  50/45  Longitude  114/ 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  Summer  51 .7  F. 

Average  Winter  23. 7 F. 

Average  Annual  38  °F. 

Note:  The  foregoing  averages  cover  a period  of  twenty-six  years  and 
are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  11.42  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  72.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  18.67  inches. 

Note:  The  foregoing  averages  cover  a period  of  twenty-six  years  and 
are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Okotoks  district  are  shales  and  sandstone 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh 
water  in  origin  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  this  area.  The  rocks  are 
grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  "Paskapoo"  formation  and 
give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age  which  began  some  fifty  million  years  ago. 
Since  these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  continent  has  been 
uplifted,  consequently,  the  rocks  have  been  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of 
their  original  thickness  remains.  During  the  Ice  Age  glaciers  moved  over 
this  area  depositing  on  the  surface  boulder,  clay  and  similar  glacial  deposits. 
Many  of  the  hills  and  smaller  elevations  in  this  area  consist  of  glacial  de- 
posits. The  Turner  Valley  oilfields  lie  14  miles  southwest  of  Okotoks. 

6.  SOIL 

Okotoks  lies  in  a Shallow  Black  soil  zone. 

Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  an  "A"  horizon  that  averages  about  10  inches 
in  depth  and  which,  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches,  is  black  in  color.  The  remainder 
is  usually  dark  brown.  The  "B"  horizon  is  usually  brown  to  dark  brown,  and 
the  lime  horizon  (BCA)  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30  inches  below  the 
surface.  Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  rain  penetration. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter.  In  any  zone,  exhaustive  cropping  depletes  the  soil's  native 
food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping  provides  for  the 
adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the  maintenance  of  organic 
matter. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where  moisture 
conditions  are  more  favorable. 


Land  Use 

A greater  number  of  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable  than  in  the 
brown  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably  more 
diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil  fertility. 
The  non-arable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  town  received  its  name  from  the  Blackfeet  word  "okotoks"  or 
//rock,/  because  of  the  large  rock  which  was  a landmark  at  the  old  crossing 
of  Sheep  River,  a few  miles  from  the  present  town. 

Because  it  was  an  important  crossing,  a small  trading  post  was  built 
a few  miles  east  by  Ad  McPherson  and  was  in  operation  in  1874  when  the 
North-West  Mount  Police  buiit  Fort  Calgary.  After  the  arrival  of  the  police, 
the  trail  between  Calgary  and  Fort  Macleod  became  well  used  and  Okotoks 
crossing  an  important  overnight  stopping  place.  By  1882,  the  first  permanent 
settlers  included  MacMillan's  stopping  place,  Cameron's  log  "hotel"  and 
Alex  MacRae's  homestead.  When  Herb  Bowen  opened  a store,  the  settlement 
of  Sheep  River  was  born,  with  MacRae  as  registrar  and  magistrate. 

In  the  early  1880's,  Okotoks  was  a large  ranching  area,  with  George 
Lane's  Bar  U being  the  largest  spread  in  the  area.  However,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  C.P.R.  at  Calgary  in  1883,  many  farmers  and  homesteaders  came  to 
the  district.  Among  the  early  arrivals  were  the  Stewarts,  Bannisters,  Rowles, 
Donald  Grey,  Begg,  Dan  MacDougal,  Jack  Shields,  Bill  Alley,  H.  J.  Carroll, 
G.  C.  S.  Patterson  and  John  Lineham. 

During  the  Reil  Rebellion  of  1885,  although  the  settlement  was  not 
threatened,  Ed  Hayes,  Han  Clarke,  Andy  Rowles,  Bill  Alley,  John  Rodgers 
and  Frank  Gough  joined  Steele's  Scouts  and  fought  against  the  warring 
Metis  in  Saskatchewan. 

The  first  church  in  the  town  was  St.  Luke's  Presbyterian,  built  in 
1892,  with  Rev.  Mathewson  as  the  first  resident  minister.  The  first  school 


The  Okotoks  Park  is  a beauty  spot  enjoyed  by  local  citizens  and  visitors 


Softball. 

Swimming. 

Curling. 

Fishing. 

Hunting. 

Trap  Shooting. 

Covered  curling  rink  with  three  sheets  of  natural  ice. 
Covered  Hockey  Rink  to  accommodate  2,000. 

Natural  swimming  pool. 

Playgrounds  for  children. 

40.  FAIRS 

Nil. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Big  Rocks  - five  miles  west. 

42.  CO-OPERTIVES 

U.F.A.  Co-op. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

Livestock  Co-op. 

Feeder  Association. 

43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Apartment  Blocks  

Auto  Body  Repairs  . 

Auto  Sales  

Auctioneers  

Barristers  

Banks  

Barbers  

Beauty  Parlors  

Books  and  Stationery 
Butchers 

Building  Contractors  . 

Bus  Line  Office  

Cartage  Delivery  

Coal  Dealers  

Doctors  M.D 

Drug  Stores  

Department  Stores 

Dry  Goods  

Dry  Cleaners 
Electrical  Appliances 
Electrical  Contractors 

Feed  Mill  

Furniture  Stores  

Garages  

Groceries 

Grain  Elevators  

Hardware  

Hotels  


2 — 





Implement  Dealers  

4 

— 

— 

4 

2 — 



2 

Insurance  & Real  Estate 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 same  as  garages 

Jewellers  

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 





Locker  Plant — Cold  Stor. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 Calling  weekly 

Lumber  Yards  

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 





Ladies'  Wear  

3 

— 

— 

3 

2 — 





Laundry  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 



1 

Machine  Shops  

1 

1 

— 

1 

See  Drugs 

Milk  Distributors  

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 — 



2 

Men's  Wear  

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 — 



Oil  Distributors 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 





Painters  and  Decorators 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 





Photographers 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 





Plumbers  & Gas  Fitters 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 — 





Propane  Dealers  

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 — 

■ 

1 

Pool  Rooms  

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 — 



2 

Printers  and  Publishers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 — 

4 

Restaurants  

4 

— 

— 

4 

1 — 



Road  Builders  

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 



2 

Service  Stations  

6 

— 

— 

6 

2 same  as  ap'l 

Sign  Writers  

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 1 



" 1° 

Sporting  Goods  

2 

see  hardware 

1 — 

1 

Truckers  

6 

— 

— 



7 — 

7 

Tire  Repair  Shops  

1 



1 

1 

3 — 

3 

Variety  Stores  

1 

— 

_ 

1 
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Watch  Repairs  

1 

— 

sp| 

1 

2 — 

1 — 

— 

2 

1 

Welding  

4 see  shops  & ggs 

44.  SITES 

Residential  and  Industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  and  highway 
are  available  from  the  town.  The:e  sites  can  be  served  with  all  utilities. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Okotoks  district  farmers  are  noted  for  their  prize-winning  cattle, 
grain,  sheep,  swine  and  poultry.  Championships  have  been  won  at  both  the 
Toronto  and  Chicago  fairs. 

With  the  discovery  of  gas  in  the  Okotoks  district,  small  industries 
using  this  commodity  would  be  very  successful.  A large  deposit  of  clay  for 
bricks  is  available.  At  one  time  a brick  plant  was  in  operation  but  was 
later  dismantled.  A great  number  of  buildings  and  homes  in  the  town  were 
constructed  with  these  bricks. 

Natural  park  on  Sheep  River  with  free  camping  facilities,  the  only 
camp  site  between  Fort  Macleod  and  Calgary. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends  10  miles  north, 

10  miles  east, 

10  miles  south,  and  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 
to  the  west. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population — 1951  census — 1,663 
Town  population  1951  census  767 

Town  population  1955  (est.)  810 


Modern  Stores  and  Efficient  Businessmen  Serve  the  District 


Net  Rates: 

(A)  Customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  greater  than  8,165 
M.C.F.  per  year  and  less  than  34,000  M.C.F.  per  year: 

Fixed  Charge:  Thirty-five  ($35.00)  dollars  per  month  plus  Consump- 
tion Charge:  Twenty-one  (21c)  cents  per  M.C.F.  Minimum  Monthly  Charge 
— Fixed  Charge. 

(B)  Customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  greater  than  34,000 
M.C.F.  per  year: 

Fixed  Charge:  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  ($120.00)  dollars  per  month 
plus  Consumption  Charge:  Eighteen  (18c)  cents  per  M.C.F.  Minimum 
Monthly  Charge:  Fixed  Charge. 

Genera!  Conditions: 

1.  This  schedule  is  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall 
continue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the 
other  party,  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such 
year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration 
of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

2.  When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge 
per  M.C.F.  shall  be  increased  as  follows:  Rate  (A)  Three  (3c)  cents,  Rate  (B) 
Two  (2c)  cents.  The  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  then  apply. 

3.  When  a customer  has  been  billed  under  one  subsection  (A  or  B) 
of  this  rate  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  found  that  he  should  have  been 
billed  under  another  subsection,  his  account  for  that  year  shall  be  adjusted 
and  the  necessary  refund  made  by  the  Company. 

4.  This  rate  shall  be  effective  on  all  meter  readings  on  or  after  the 
first  day  of  December,  1949. 

Optional  High  Load  Factor  Rate — No.  3 

Availability: 

To  consumers  on  annual  contract  whose  annual  consumption  of  gas 
is  not  less  than  12,000  M.C.F.,  and  whose  total  consumption  during  the  six 


Schools  are  well  equipped  and  under  able  supervision. 


meter-reading  periods  ending  May,  June,  July,  August,  September  and  Oc- 
tober, is  not  less  than  40  per  cent  of  their  total  consumption  for  the  year. 
Fixed  Charge — $20.00  per  month  plus 

$ 1 .00  per  month  per  1 ,000  cu.  ft.  of  maximum  1 2-hour  demand. 

Commodity  Charge: 

First  2,000  M.C.F.  per  month — 18c  per  M.C.F. 

Next  2,500  M.C.F.  per  month — 15c  per  M.C.F. 

Next  150,000  M.C.F.  per  mnoth — 13c  per  M.C.F. 

All  additional  M.C.F.  per  month — .125c  per  M.C.F. 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge — Fixed  Charge. 

Determination  of  Demand: 

1.  The  maximum  twelve-hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount 
of  gas  in  cubic  feet  delivered  in  any  twelve  consecutive  hours  during  the 
current  billing  period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined 
by  the  Company  by  measurement.  The  maximum  twelve-hour  demand  of  a 
new  consumer  of  gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Company. 

Term  of  Contract: 

One  year  and  thereafter  until  terminated  by  thirty  days  written  notice. 

Effective  Date: 

This  rate  shall  be  effective  on  all  meter  readings  on  and  after  the 
first  day  of  December,  1949. 

18.  PROPANE 

100  lb.  cylinders— $7.50. 

Bulk  17c  per  gallon  delivered. 

Propane  gas  is  not  used  in  the  town  residences. 

19.  DIESEL  OIL 

Tractor  fuel — 16.4c  per  gallon. 

Domestic  fuel — 15.8c  per  gallon. 

Total  capacity  23,000  gallons. 

Diesel  fuel  is  not  used  by  the  town  residents. 

20.  COAL 

Not  used. 

21.  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains. 

Straw. 

Horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  (including  purebred  herds) 

Coal. 

Gas. 

Oil. 

Dairy  Products. 

Poultry. 

Sand  - Common. 

Gravel. 

Water. 

Clay  for  Bricks. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office. 

Customs  Office. 


Provincial. 

Alberta  Government  Telephones. 
Police  Magistrate. 

Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

Civil  Defence. 


Municipal 

Town  Office. 

Secretary-T  reasurer. 

Foreman  of  Works. 

Police  Department. 

Fire  Department. 

Cemetery. 

Library. 

Garbage  collected  twice  weekly. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


1 old  folks'  home. 

2 doctors. 

1 drug  store. 

Health  Unit  from  High  River  calling  monthly. 
There  is  no  hospital  in  town. 


PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 


Barrister 
Barbers 
Beauty  Parlors 
Watch  Repairs 


1 - calling  weekly 
2 
1 
1 


TRANSPORTATION 


Calgary  - Fort  Macleod  - Lethbridge  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  one  train  each  way  daily. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines — nine  buses  each  way  daily  between  Calgary 
and  Fort  Macleod. 

Daily  trucking  service. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 


The  Okotoks  Review — weekly. 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Telegraphs. 
Post  Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  Calgary. 
C.F.A.C.;  C.F.C.N.;  C.K.X.Z.;  C.K.X.L, 
T.V.  Station— C.H.C.T. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada. 

Treasury  Branch  Agency. 


29.  HOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rate 

1 5 $2.50  and  up 

Modern  Renovations  Under  Way. 


Beer  License 

yes 


Willingdon 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican. 

Roman  Catholic. 

United. 

Gospel  Chapel. 

32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATION 

Masons. 

Eastern  Star. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Elks. 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Royal  Purple. 

I.O.D.E. 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Canadian  Legion. 

Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  Canadian  Legion. 

Handicraft  Guild. 

Home  and  School  Association. 

Feeder  Association. 

Curling  Club. 

Agricultural  Society. 

Canadian  Red  Cross. 

Gun  Club. 

35.  SCHOOLS 

There  are  three  school  buildings,  with  12  teachers,  teaching  grades 
1 to  12.  A full  academic  course  is  taught  with  the  following  optional  sub- 
jects— typing,  bookkeeping,  shop  and  home  economics. 

Eight  school  vans  bring  the  children  into  town  from  outlying  districts. 
There  is  also  a kindergarten  which  is  privately  operated. 

36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Elks 

400 

yes 

yes 

Masonic 

200 

yes 

yes 

Scout  Hall 

200 

yes 

no 

Anglican 

50 

no 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Extension  Library. 

Handicraft  Guild. 

Local  Orchestra. 

Music  Teachers  (Piano,  Violin  and  Vocal). 
Dance  Instructor  - calling  weekly 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  Girls 

Scouts  C.G.l.T. 

Cubs  Explorers 

4H  Club  4H  Club 

39.  SPORTS 

Hockey. 

Baseball. 


Softball. 

Swimming. 

Curling. 

Fishing. 

Hunting. 

Trap  Shooting. 

Covered  curling  rink  with  three  sheets  of  natural  ice. 
Covered  Hockey  Rink  to  accommodate  2,000. 

Natural  swimming  pool. 

Playgrounds  for  children. 

40.  FAIRS 

Nil. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Big  Rocks  - five  miles  west. 

42.  CO-OPERTIVES 

U.F.A.  Co-op. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

Livestock  Co-op. 

Feeder  Association. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Barristers  
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Books  and  Stationery 

See  Drugs 

Butchers 
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Implement  Dealers  

Insurance  & Real  Estate  .... 

Jewellers  

Locker  Plant — Cold  Stor. 

Lumber  Yards  

Ladies'  Wear  

Laundry  

Machine  Shops  

Milk  Distributors  

Men's  Wear  

Oil  Distributors  

Painters  and  Decorators 

Photographers  

Plumbers  & Gas  Fitters 

Propane  Dealers  

Pool  Rooms  

Printers  and  Publishers 

Restaurants  

Road  Builders  

Service  Stations  

Sign  Writers  

Sporting  Goods  

Truckers  

Tire  Repair  Shops  

Variety  Stores  

Watch  Repairs  

Welding  
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44.  SITES 

Residential  and  Industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  and  highway 
are  available  from  the  town.  These  sites  can  be  served  with  all  utilities. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Okotoks  district  farmers  are  noted  for  their  prize-winning  cattle, 
grain,  sheep,  swine  and  poultry.  Championships  have  been  won  at  both  the 
Toronto  and  Chicago  fairs. 

With  the  discovery  of  gas  in  the  Okotoks  district,  small  industries 
using  this  commodity  would  be  very  successful.  A large  deposit  of  clay  for 
bricks  is  available.  At  one  time  a brick  plant  was  in  operation  but  was 
later  dismantled.  A great  number  of  buildings  and  homes  in  the  town  were 
constructed  with  these  bricks. 

Natural  park  on  Sheep  River  with  free  camping  facilities,  the  only 
camp  site  between  Fort  Macleod  and  Calgary. 


46. 


47. 


TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends  10  miles  north, 

10  miles  east, 

10  miles  south,  and  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 
to  the  west. 


POPULATION 

Trading  area  population — 1951  census — 1,663 
Town  population  1951  census  767 

Town  population  1955  (est.)  810 


Modern  Stores  and  Efficient  Businessmen  Serve  the  District 


